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EPIDEMIC INFLUENZA. 

PREVALENCE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Keports received by the Public Health Service indicate that 
influenza is spreading rapidly in the United States. Its presence 
has been noted in 43 States and the District of Columbia. The 
disease is especially prevalent along the Atlantic seaboard and the 
Gulf of Mexico, and is spreading westward. 

The following is a summary of the more important reports received 
up to the time of going to press : 

Alabama. — An extensive epidemic is reported from Florence and 
vicinity. 

Arkansas. — There is an outbreak in Lonoke County. 

California. — Cases have been reported from a number of places in 
the State. 

Connecticut. — On September 30 it was estimated that 9,000 cases 
had occurred in the State. 

District of Columbia. — From September 21 to 30, inclusive, 177 
cases were reported. On October 1 there were 162 cases reported. 

Florida.- Epidemics have been reported from Key West and 
Pensacola. 

Georgia. — Cases have been reported from a number of places in the 
State. 

Tdaho. — On September 30. 15 ra-es were reported in Canj^on 
County. 

lUinms. — October 1 the State health officer telegraphed: "Situa- 
tion in communities adjacent to Great Lakes Naval Station shows 
tendency to improve. Disease spreading along main traveled 
routes." On October 1, 374 cases were notified in Chicago, and there 
were 14 deaths from influenza and 45 deaths from pneumonia in 
Chicago on that day. 

Indiana. — An epidemic at Evansville was reported September 25. 

Kansas. — Cases have been reported from a number of places in the 
State. 

Kentucky. — The number of case3 at Louisville is said to be de- 
creasing. 

Louisiana. — Cases have been reported from several places. 

Maine. — The disease is epidemic at Eastport and Port-land. 
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Maryland.— During the three days ended September 30, 77 cases 
were notified in Baltimore. Cases have been reported from many 
places in the State. 

Massachusetts. — On October 1 it was estimated that there were 
at least 75,000 cases in the State, exclusive of cases in the canton- 
ments. During the week ended September 30, 788 deaths from 
influenza and 196 deaths from pneumonia were registered in Boston. 

Minnesota. — The disease has been reported from Wells Village, 
Faribault County; North Branch, Chisago County; and Minneapolis. 

Mississippi. — Epidemics have been reported from a number of 
places in the State. 

Montana. — The disease is epidemic in Sheridan and Fergus Coun- 
ties. Cases have been reported from other counties. 

Nebraska. — The disease was reported prevalent throughout the 
State on October 1. 

New Hampshire. — The number of cases of the disease was said to 
be increasing at Portsmouth on October 1. 

New Jersey. — A report dated September 30 stated that approxi- 
mately 2,000 cases were reported during the preceding three days. 

New Mexico. — -A few cases have been reported from several places. 

New York. — Outbreaks have occurred at Buffalo and at New 
York City. On September 30 the disease was said to be decreasing 
in New York City. 

North Carolina. — Cases have been reported from 24 counties. The 
disease is epidemic at Raleigh and Wilmington. 

North Dakota. — Seventy-five cases were notified at Rockford, Eddy 
County. 

Ohio. — At New Concord 130 cases were reported on September 30, 
and on October 1 at Chillicothe 56 cases. 

Oklahoma. — The disease has been reported at Tulsa (Sept. 26, 44 
cases) and at Clinton (Sept. 26, 12 cases). 

Pennsylvania.— In Philadelphia and Pittsburgh the disease is 
epidemic. 

Rhode Island. — It was estimated that from 300 to 500 cases 
occurred during the week ended September 28 at Westerly. 

South Carolina. — A telegram dated October 1 stated that the 
disease was rapidly spreading in the upper part of the State, and it 
was estimated that there were 1,500 cases. At Charleston and New- 
berry the disease is epidemic. 

South Dakota. — Cases have appeared in a number of places. On 
October 1, 200 cases were reported from Yankton city and county. 

Tennessee. — At Memphis 95 cases were reported on October 1. 

Texas. — Thirty-five counties report influenza, from 1 case to 2,000 
cases per county. 
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Vermont. — The disease is present in all parts of the State, the 
largest epidemics being at Middlebury, St. Johnsbury, Lydonville, 
St. Albans, Montpelier, Barre, Randolph, and Northfield. 

Virginia,. — The disease is epidemic in many parts of the State. 

West Virginia. — Outbreaks have occurred at Hinton, Bluefield, 
Martinsburg, Charles Town, and Nitro. 



QUARANTINE OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES. 

DECISION OF WASHINGTON SUPREME COURT AS TO REVIEW OF BOARD OF HEALTH 
ORDERS BY JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES.' 

A decision rendered by the supreme court of the State of Wash- 
ington on August 27, 1918, in its effect prohibited the release on 
habeas corpus of a person detained in quarantine by order of the 
boards of health of Seattle and the State. This person, arrested for 
disorderly conduct, had been examined by the health commissioner 
of Seattle in accordance with an ordinance, found to have syphilis, 
and sent, in accordance with another ordinance, to an isolation 
hospital for detention and treatment. He had appealed to the State 
board of health as provided by law, but the finding of the commis- 
sioner had been affirmed. He then petitioned the State supreme 
court for a wit of habeas corpus, and the superior court for King 
County was instructed by the latter to inquire into the time and cause 
of his detention. The superior court issued an order to have him 
examined before it, and thereupon the health commissioner applied 
to the supreme court for a writ restraining further proceedings on 
the ground, among others, that an order of the health commissioner 
could not be reviewed by the court. 

The detained person contended that to deny him such a review 
was to suspend the writ of habeas corpus, and that the actions and 
findings of boards of health were open to judicial inquiry the same as 
other boards, institutions, and officers. Bailey (Habeas Corpus, sec. 
106) was quoted to the effect that the determinations of such boards 
"are not final and conclusive; if they were, then the exercise of such 
summary power could not be upheld." 

In its decision the supreme court states that to follow Bailey would 
be to make the exercise of the police power a judicial function and 
holds that "a writ of habeas corpus is a. writ of right, and is never to be 
denied in any case where the liberty of the subject is made the subject 
of inquiry. But it has always been held that a return showing a legal 
cause for the detention of a petitioner is enough to suspend the opera- 
tion of the writ * * *. Where the police power is set in motion 
in its proper sphere, the courts have no jurisdiction to stay the arm 
of the legislative branch of the government, for it is operating in its 
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